The Revelation of Muhammad
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In the name of Allah, the most Compassionate, the most Merciful
I wish all the Muslims of the world, the Shiites and fakirs, especially those who are present here
now and those who can hear these words, a nice Eid al Mab’ath (The Revelation).
This Eid is the one God has asked us to be grateful for creating it. Whereas, He has not asked us
to be appreciative of all the blessings that He has given us, that He has created us and that He has
granted existence to us. Even though God possesses everything, when He wants to encourage the
believers, He says: “Surely Allah buys the believers’ souls and properties so that they shall
have the Heaven”2. When He wants us to make a donation, He asks: “Who is it that will offer
Allah a goodly gift?”3. However, with all this generosity, He wants us to be appreciative for a
couple of things of which are the “Faith and Guidance”4, and: “Allah has surely been
gracious to the believers when He sent among them a Messenger from themselves to recite
to them His verses, to purify them, and to teach them the Book and the Wisdom”5.
That He assigns is the Revelation. So we care about this assigning, and we should do, as God has
imposed an obligation on us. We realize that it must be a very valuable asset when He puts us
under obligation, even if we are not aware of its value. It would be our fault if we were not
aware. Here again, I wish you a happy Eid which is the Prophet’s Mab’ath.
Terminologically, derivations of Mab’ath (in Arabic) have been used in a variety of contexts. In
cases, it means to wake up: Praise be upon You who woke me up out of my grave and if You
had wished, You could have made my asleep permanent6. This pray obviously conforms to
the Resurrection Day, but it is also true when we wake up in the morning in bed, figuratively He
wakes us up from our graves. It also has been used when someone is assigned a duty, as we use it
like the revelation of the prophet. This Revelation (in Arabic) has several spiritual connotations
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and most probably God has meant all of them.
One of the connotations of Mab’ath is to be resurrected on the Judgment Day. God revives the
dead. Therefore, reviving the dead is a sort of Mab’ath. God revealed the Prophet. Who for? For
us. Why? To wake us up from the ignorance asleep, to stop what causes the humanity to die, to
blow humanity spirit; the Divine Spirit, into our hearts. “O believers! Respond to (the call of)
Allah and His Prophet when he calls you to that which revives you; and know that Allah
intervenes between man and his heart”7. All the messengers’ teachings, all the Islamic
instructions revive us and save lives. Therefore, revealing anybody who restores us to life and
saves us from death can be a Mab’ath. This Mab’ath hopefully will be our revelation, meaning,
may God save us from death and revive us.
Those days in Arabia there was no flash of science, culture and civilization like what we see
today. However, the Prophet who appeared in that environment dominated throughout the world;
shaded a dry and arid land like an umbrella. The difference between philosophers or scholars and
prophets is that philosophers and educated people are raised in an environment where pedagogy
and teachings are abundant. Take Greece or Iran for instance in the old days when they were
famous for civilization, philosophy and art. The rest of the countries were inundated with
nescience and ignorance. Apparently, the places where prophets were revealed were not
commensurate with where their hometowns were. And it has been like that from the very
beginning (it has been the same for all the prophets). Noah (AS) was raised where he was
humiliated. He was assaulted many times and He almost died but He had been preordained by
God to stay alive. Moses (AS) emerged in the land of Sons of Israel at that time. Although he
spent a while in a royal residence, he left it later on. When He entered the simplicity of a
shepherd’s life, then God revealed Him. Jesus Christ (AS), the same. About our Prophet, too,
there was absolutely no logic behind the relationship between Islamic instructions and the place
and time He emerged. That is, the countries all around Arabia like Iran at that time were filled
with immorality.
The ruling system in Iran by the time was the royal Sassanids whose kings considered
themselves God or at least a child of God. There were separate classes in society. There were
four classes none of which could interfere in another. Education belonged to the clergy class and
the higher ones, they could teach others only if they wished to teach. In Arabia everybody was
illiterate. It is said that in Mecca there were only about seven or seventeen people who could read
and write. Where people could not consider themselves the right of education, as they admit,
where Arabs were just nomads and wanderers in the desert, there came a commandment: Every
Muslim is obliged to acquire education.8 How big is the difference? In some place, one
considered themselves as God, whereas here someone said: “There is no god but Allah”.9
When He wanted to care a lot about Himself, He would humble Himself to say: “I am nothing
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The Quran, Al-Anfal (Spoils of War), 24:

ﻃﻠﺐ اﻟﻌﻠﻢ ﻓﺮﻳﻀﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻛﻞ ﻣﺴﻠﻢ
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ِﱠ
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َ ﻳﻦ
َ
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but a person like others”10.
The ruling system in the Roman Empire by the time was somehow the same. Bishops and priests
considered themselves in control of people’s own destiny. Whereas Muslims elected their caliph
in Arabia, although the Prophet’s successor was supposed to be Ali (AS), but perhaps it had been
made expedient by God. In addition, tribes in Arabia were at war against one another. A tribe
was a unit of society which had a higher priority than individuals. In other words, if a tribe
member fell victim, all the tribe raged to avenge their casualty. They would not care about
finding the real guilty to punish only him in retaliation, as many members of that tribe as they
could find would be avenged. But the Prophet said to these people: “And there is life for you in
(the law of) retaliation”11, and added: “Retaliation is decreed for you in order to take
revenge on the murderer for (the killed) man (only)”12, and finally He says: “If the victim’s
family forgives the guilty one like how real brothers are, and ignores the right of
retaliation, then it is a blessing and mercy from God”13. Arabs’ spirit could not conform to
these words. And these are of the differences between prophetic words and ordinary human’s
genius and sciences.
In the first place, there had been no constitutional laws in Arabia with which we can now
compare the Islamic laws, no matter individualistic or social. We will see how great Islamic laws
are when we compare them with the ethical individualistic or social laws written by ethics
scholars. With all the attacks on Islam in the recent millennium or so and they will definitely do
again and again, Islam is developing and making progress day by day. What They want is to
harm and hurt Islam and Muslims, these attacks are like a hammer blacksmithing the iron of
Islam, the result will be the iron becoming more resistant until it breaks the hammer handle.
The Prophet was born and raised in such a place. His upbringing was destined by God to be first
raised by his grandfather; Abdul-Muttalib, who was pious and God-fearing. After AbdulMuttalib passed away (when Muhammad was 8), He was raised by His uncle Abu Talib who was
also a pious and God-fearing person and according to what many masters of Sufism who believe
that the Perfect Man must exist at every time, Abu Talib had been the preceding Guide for
salvation just before Muhammad became the Prophet. He assigned the Prophet and admitted Him
as a follower. After a while, however, the Prophet reached a position in which Abu Talib became
His follower.
Before His Revelation became known to people, they knew Him as Muhammad the Trustworthy
(Muhammad al-Amin); the one who was trusted and a solution to every dispute. When the four
chieftains of The Quraysh who owned four main positions in the Kaaba to maintain it finished
restoring the building of Kaaba and finally wanted to install the Black Stone (al-Ḥajar alAswad), each claimed that he was expected to do it on his own. They could not come to an
agreement but they agreed to whatever Muhammad the Trustworthy decided. The Prophet
entered the mosque and they asked him what to do. He threw his own cloak on the ground, put
The Quran, Al-Kahf (The Cave), 110: ﻜﻢ
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the stone in the middle of it, and asked the four chieftains to lift the four corners and carry it
together. When it was there, He picked it up and installed it by Himself.
That was how they trusted the Prophet’s impartiality and courteousness even before His
Revelation. Take Hilaf al-Fudul (League of the Virtuous) for instance which was a sincere
measure taken in favor of people on those days of ignorance; the alliance of some people who
had perhaps a way from their hearts to God. They pledged to protect the oppressed. They called
this pledge Hilaf al-Fudul and the Prophet joined this alliance and praised it all the time.
Those days, it was obvious that the Prophet was connected to some transcendental principles.
Most of the time, He went to Hira to fast and pray, no matter it was Ramadan or other months.
Khadija, Her Holiness, served Him generously, supported and encouraged Him, and never
intended to warp His mind. Whenever the Quraysh troubled Him, He sought consolation in
Khadija and Abu Talib. Since Abu Talib was greatly respected as he was Abdul-Muttalib’s
successor and Khadija was born to an honorable family and she had a good reputation among
people, enemies could not bother the Prophet a lot.
But how did this Revelation take place? The Revelation happened when the Prophet was
assigned to tell the truth inside his heart. All prophets were monotheists and godly from the very
beginning of their lives. The Prophet was also as godly as others and once He was going down
the Hira, He said: I met Gabriel the archangel and He told me: “Read”. I said: “I cannot read”.
Again He grabbed hold of my neck and insisted: “Read”. I gave the same answer. The third
time, He squeezed my neck more firmly and said: “Read in the name of your Lord Who
created, Who created man from a clot. Read and your Lord is the most Honorable, the
Lord Who taught with the pen, taught man what he knew not.”14 Pen here means education,
that is, one has to learn and then teach.
Our Prophet started his duty based on this motto; (education), just like Moses (AS) whose motto
was based on the first revelation in which God ordered Him: “And I have chosen you, so listen
to what is revealed: Surely I am Allah, there is no god but I, therefore serve Me and keep
up prayer for My remembrance”15. Perhaps, this commandment was for the Sons of Israel to
make them understand not to say prayers just for the worldly issues; say the prayers to remember
Me only. The order to our Prophet was to go on with the praying and you will understand that
you should say them to remember Me. “the Lord Who taught with the pen”, God gave us
education, meaning we will gradually understand. At that time (Moses’ time), those people and
that kind of Islam were like some small children to whom had to be told do’s and don’ts. But this
time (the Prophet’s time), He was told to go on and then He would realize it later. Then the
Prophet continued: “As I was going down the hill, again I saw the archangel. I looked at him and
I saw him like an enormously massive human whose feet were at both ends of the horizon.
Everywhere I looked, I could see him.”
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The Quran, Al-Alaq (The Clot), 1~5:

ِْ ﻚ ْاﻷَ ْﻛ َﺮُم َﺧﻠَ َﻖ
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Wherever I look at; the mountains or the plains
Signs of your towering height can be seen16
Everywhere I looked I saw him. It was the Prophet’s completion of His mystical journey; He was
enshrouded by nothing but Gabriel’s Lord. (Gabriel appeared to the Prophet once again to
remind Him of the Holy Virgin Mary’s story.) He said: “I was afraid and worried.” He went
home, sweating, covered Himself with a blanket or something and there came another ayah
(verse): “O you who are clothed! Arise and warn”17.
There is a disagreement whether it was Al-Muzzammil (The Enshrouded One), Al-Muddaththir
(The Cloaked One) or Al-Faatehah (The Key), but it does not matter here. It happened on April
25 (Rajab 27); today, which is the Revelation Day. Some believe that according to: “Surely, We
revealed it on the Grand Night”18, and “The month of Ramadan is that in which the Quran
was revealed”19, therefore all the Quran was revealed on the same night. These differences do
not matter, as based on mysticism interpretation, the Quran was revealed onto the Prophet’s heart
all at once and it happened in Ramadan. “In which the Quran was revealed” is the reason it
happened all at once. Later on, verses were revealed gradually according to certain occasions.
And it is like there is an effort to establish an organization, a government, or a company. To do
so, there should be an idea on the mind as a whole. And then someone is assigned to draft the
statute. The principle on which everyone agrees is what they have in common and is revealed at
once. The Quran, likewise, was revealed all at once onto the Prophet’s heart in Ramadan and its
principle is “There is no god but Allah”. Obviously, when one says this phrase, it means they
believe in the prophecy of the Prophet and then when they say “Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah”, it means they believe in the Resurrection Day and in the returning to God one day.
These are the essential principles of Islam to which all the Quran commandments conform. This
is the genuine spirit of the Quran. Effects of the Revelation are still apparent. The effects which
have influenced the humanity will last until the Last Judgment Day.
At first, only some relatives and the Prophet Himself knew that He was the Prophet. For a while,
saying prayers were only two rikats (a unit in Islamic daily prayers). When He said prayers, there
were just Khadija and Ali behind Him. They went to Masjid al-Ḥarām (Great Mosque of Mecca)
and said prayers in front of Kaaba. It had been the same for a long time until God granted the
Prophet some power. And “Allah does not want to get things done via intermediaries other
than those He has provided us with”20. However, occasionally it may be the opposite, as the
stick worked for Moses like a serpent or split the Nile. But it is not very frequent and God does
whatever He wishes by the causes He creates.
In the first place, the Prophet was upset about His nation’s condition in Mecca. Single-handedly,
He had to tell the people about the nature of those idols and that they should not have worshiped
them. They were nothing but stones. Abraham did the same thing and people threw him at fire.
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إِ ﱠ
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The Quran, Al-Baqara (The Cow), 185: ﻴﻪ اﻟْ ُﻘ ْﺮآ ُن
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God slowly granted power to the Prophet. In some verse, people address the Prophet and ask
Him: “Why has not the Quran been revealed to you all at once?” and God replies: “We
strengthened your heart and We have arranged it well, a flawless arrangement.”21 It means
God gradually imposed this heavy duty on Him, until He reached a position God ordered: “And
warn your nearest relatives.”22
These are all stages of the Revelation. As a personal experience, the Revelation is when the
Prophet was first designated. But to us; in public opinion, these are the stages of the Revelation.
This time, the Prophet disclosed Himself to His nearest relatives. So He invited His relatives to a
meal which was obviously inadequate for the guests who were about forty, but after they finished
the meal, there was a lot of food remaining. He did not find the chance to talk on the first day.
But on the second and third days, He announced: “The first one of you who believes in me and
converts to Islam will be my successor.” Anytime He said that, only Ali (AS) stood up and said:
“I do”. That was the manifestation of the Prophet’s invitation. He asked them: “Do you believe
that I am honest?” “We do” they answered. He went on: “Do you believe me if I say that behind
the mountains around Mecca, there is an army now who want to invade and kill all of you?” “We
do” they replied. “So, I am warning you that a Judgment Day awaits you. Be careful of that day
and believe in God”. They made fun at first but then a couple of them obeyed Him. Among them
were Abu Bakr, Uthman and some more. But again people bothered Him a lot. He moved to
Ta'if. These three cities; Medina, Mecca and Ta'if were important in Arabia. In other places,
there were only tribes. So He went to Ta'if and publicized His Invitation. The people there, too,
repelled Him and made kids throw stones at Him and His leg was injured. There was only one
slave who was Christian, he followed the Prophet and converted to Islam.
By the time, the invitation was limited to Mecca until God announced again: “And, We have not
sent you but to all the mankind as a bearer of good news and as a warner”23. Here, the
Prophet manifested the Revelation by writing letters to the kings of that time; to Axum
(Ethiopia), to Rome, and to Persia. He invited them to Islam and warned them that if they
converted to Islam and followed the instructions of Islam, then no harm would be done. All was
wanted was conversion to Islam. At this point, Islam became known.
From the Prophet’s angle, the Revelation was the moment He was enlightened by Gabriel. From
our viewpoint, if we define revelation as the moment a dead person is revived, the Revelation is
when we revive after our humanity is dead. That is our revelation. Benefiting from this holy day
which is the primary revelation of the Prophet; His personal revelation, and might hopefully be
our spiritual birthday, we ask God to reveal us too and save us from death; the metaphorical
death. “In sha Allah”.
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The Quran, Al-Furqan (The Criterion), 32: ﻴﻼ
ً ِاد َك َوَرﺗﱠـﻠْﻨَﺎﻩُ ﺗَـ ْﺮﺗ
َ ِّﻟِﻨُـﺜَـﺒ
َ ﺖ ﺑِ ِﻪ ﻓُـ َﺆ

ِ ِ
The Quran, Al-Shuara (The Poets), 214: ﲔ
َ َﲑﺗ
َ ِﻚ ْاﻷَﻗـ َْﺮﺑ
َ َوأَﻧْﺬ ْر َﻋﺸ

ِ
ِ ِ ﺎك إِﱠﻻ َﻛﺎﻓﱠﺔً ﻟِﻠﻨ
The Quran, Saba, 28: ﻳﺮا
َ ََوَﻣﺎ أ َْر َﺳﻠْﻨ
ً ﲑا َوﻧَﺬ
ً ﱠﺎس ﺑَﺸ

ِ ﺎل اﻟﱠ ِﺬﻳﻦ َﻛ َﻔﺮوا ﻟَﻮَﻻ ﻧـُ ِﺰ َل ﻋﻠَﻴ ِﻪ اﻟْ ُﻘﺮآ ُن ﲨُْﻠَﺔً و
ﻚ
َ ََوﻗ
َ ِاﺣ َﺪةً َﻛ َﺬﻟ
ْ َْ ّ ْ ُ َ
َ

